THE   BALANCE
and England is settled" The Berlin diplomats had their own views: "Crafty, jealous, but pretty far away across the water, and its few thousand mercenaries won't so much* as have landed before we are in Paris. The sort of people, too, who want to make money out of everything, so will remain neutral, if only on that account." Even at the last moment, however, when Grey sent word that Vienna and Petersburg must demobilise at once, or all was lost, Zimmermann merely thought that Lichnowsky was guarding himself with his warnings against being caught out like Pourtales, and wanted to wave England's pacification before the Kaiser at the last moment, in order to make himself out a great statesman and slip into Bethmann's shoes. Lichnowsky, whose enemies within his own Embassy bandied such stories about, heard of them, and said: "That shot comes from Stummi" The Generals were more sceptical. Schlieffen himself had taught them to count on England coming in. The Kaiser's shortsighted eyes had been clouded with hate, but in this case he saw clear again, as though a cataract had been removed. His personal friends in the Navy and the Colonies urged him to find some way to get on terms with the British dynasty, even though they were his cousins; and since they all thought that everything over there was for sale, the Crown Council in Potsdam on the 29th debated only what price should be paid. The Chancellor was accordingly given an offer for these "tradesmen."
In warlike excitement Bethmann hurried back to Berlin: mobilisation had been decided on, but as yet suspended. Bethmann himself had written that "mobilisation inevitably results in war" It was late, he had asked Sir Edward Goschen to call on him at 10 p.m. on the 29th.
*WiU he speak at last the word for which we have waited so Iong?[ thought the Englishman, as he mounted the broad staircase to the Chancellor. But what words met him!
^ We sfawUUke to make a bid for British neutrality"
*ly^   thought   Goscheii,    'at   nighty   without sounding me, ajsdas if ready with his "bid." ' 172
